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Summary

MSIG has concerns about the lack of common solutions in MMS Stage 2 and its effect on M-Services
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Subject:
Concerns about MMS Stage 2 

To:

3GPP T2

From:

MSIG

Copy:

GSM A SerG, GSM A TWG

The GSM Association M-Services Interest Group (MSIG) is producing guidelines to network operators on how to implement a series of standards that will deliver “mobile internet” type of services. The intention is to have common implementations that will drive the mobile data market, particularly with delivery over GPRS and eventually over UMTS. The GSMA has already issued the first M-Services Guidelines document - AA.35 – to the industry and is now working on a phase 2 version.

One of the key standards MSIG regards as important for phase 2 is MMS but we do have concerns about its development that we wish to express to T2. 

SMS is a success today due to its ubiquity brought about by a single implementation specification for devices and supporting infrastructure. The single implementation specification has also created a competitive market in devices and infrastructure that has led to rapid rollout of services and lowered costs. The GSMA MSIG wishes to build on this successful single implementation formula as we evolve our networks and devices to support MMS. There is therefore concern that there is no standardised implementation specification for MMS to cover protocols and message formats from T2. MSIG believes that the absence of a single implementation specification will lower the probability of operators being able to repeat the market success of SMS with MMS. Increased costs and delays in the roll out MMS will occur from having to resolve multiple vendor/protocol interoperability issues and there will be the potential for MMS market fragmentation along vendor lines.

In summary, the GSMA MSIG seeks for T2’s guidance in order to specify a single implementation specification for the MMS functional description Stage 2.
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